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The Government is expected to understand them, and to be ready to help them when necessary There are not a few who prefer the ryotwan system, under which the Government settlement of land revenue is made directly with the cultivator himself. There is no middle man to consume some of the revenue which ought to come to Government But I myself prefer the old Central Provinces system, in which the settlement is made with the Malguzar, or village proprietor, in full cognisance of the rents he realises. To have a local man of some standing to help the people over periods of temporary difficulty, and to take a lead m village life is often a1 great advantage But it does not relieve the Revenue officer of the duty of knowing the condition of the cultivators He must get beyond the Malguzar, and know the ryots as well.
The ryots like to be allowed to tell all their story Any trouble they have, or anything that interests them, and still more any matter in regard to which they think that the Revenue officei can help them, will be poured into his ears, if he will listen. And he will be a very foolish person if, in the vast majority of cases, he does not let them say all they have to say. It sometimes may seem waste of time, but it is better and more valuable work than much for which the time might otherwise have been saved. To an earnest and sympathetic officer it is always a pleasure to hear what the people have to say; and to them it is such a privilege to speak freely, that they will take any order in good part piovided that it is passed after they have had a kindly hearing, and full consideration has been given to what they have said Kindly and patient conduct towards the people enables an officer to carry them with him in a truly marvellous way.
A missionary once said to me, " We may be of great use to you: the Government officer does his work righteously and conscientiously, but he has not time to explain things to the people. We go about amcmg them and can explain." Missionaries do help m this way, but the Government officer who